
foremost authority in its field

UNDERWATER STA
YOU CAN COLLE
VISIT PENNEKAMP PARK'S
CORAL WONDERLAND

A CLOSE-UP
LOOK AT THE
CALIFORNIA CABEZON

TIPS ON INFLATABLE ',
I

PONDER THE MYSTERY OF 1
MEXICO'S SLEEPING SHARKS ll

SDM REVIEWS:
• PELICAN'S Marker Buoy
• SUNPAK'S Super Strobe
• CAVALERO'S Deep Seat Regulator
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BUT HAMLET BARBADOS
FRENCH ANGELFISH ( Pomuoanthus p«ru)

UNDERWATER
STAMPS

OF THE WORLD
START YOUR COLLECTION NOW!

By Jack and Sue Drafahl
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IMPERIAL ANBELJ-tSM

DUBRI BOGASH

few people really look at the image
captured on the face of postage stamps.
Most individuals are only concerned
with the rate increase and how much
they must pay to mail a letter. Until re-
cently, I fell into this category.

S e v e r a l months ago my younger
brother returned from Germany. He
brought with him a large stamp collec-
tion, most of which he obtained while in
foreign countries. To my amazement, I
found several beautiful undersea stamps.
After giving me a short course on stamp
collecting, he told me that I should take
up topical stamp collecting - that is,
collecting stamps of a certain subject
matter, for example, undersea animals.

My f irst step was a trip to the local
stamp store, where I found all the neces-
sary items to start my collection. I pur-
chased a stamp album with blank pages,
stamp hinges to mount the stamps, and of
course, my f i rst undersea stamps. I was
then introduced to the local stamp club,
where I found other topical collectors
eager to sell or trade their extra stamps.
Finally I discovered stamp companies
exist that will send you stamps on ap-
proval; you buy what you want and re-
turn the remainder. And so, I became a

Why, you may ask, would a skin diver
want to collect underwater stamps when
he can see everything firsthand? The
most important reason is the beauty of
the stamps. Each stamp is a work of art.
The intense beauty and rich colors ot the
subject are shown in great detail. It be-
comes very easy to view these stamps as
miniature paintings.

If cost is your concern, don't worry.
Stamps have proven to be good invest-
ments. Most increase five to ten percent

Undersea stamp collecting has be-
come a miniature biology course for me
as well, because each stamp shows the
animal in great detail, gives its name, and
shows the location.
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Gilbert & Ellicelslands

•npback — MerjaPu'fa novaeanghae
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SAINT-PIERRE ET MWELON
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